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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Nursing students surprised by stipend announcement 
There was stunned silence, then a round of 
applause and more than a few tears. 
That was how 23 Grand Valley nursing stu-
dents reacted to the news that they would each 
receive a $10,000 stipend to help them con-
centrate on clinical and classroom work dur-
ing the next year of an accelerated bachelor's 
degree nursing program. 
Phyllis Gendler, dean of the Kirkhof College 
of Nursing, and other faculty members 
announced the surprise news April 14 during a 
student orientation meeting. 
Gendler said the stipends continue a program 
developed last year by the state to increase the 
number of nurses in the workforce. Last July, 
Grand Valley was one of 13 Michigan univer-
sities and community colleges that received 
more than $17 million in grants to accelerate 
training for nurses and other health care pro-
fessionals. This $1.4 million grant is supported 
by the Michigan Department of Community 
Health and will, in part, include a match from 
Grand Valley and partnership support from 
Spectrum Health. 
"We want you to be very successful in this 
Across Campus 
'Forum' schedule changes 
with end of semester 
This Forum is the last weekly issue for the 
winter semester. The schedule for the spring/ 
summer semester is biweekly, with the next 
issue published May 8. 
Deadlines for submission remain the same: 
Tuesdays prior to the Monday publication date. 
Season football tickets 
on sale 
Laker football tickets for the 2006 season are 
on sale. The Lakers open their home season 
September 9 against Ashland University. 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
program," Gendler told 
the students. "We don't 
want you to have to work, 
just concentrate on these 
classes." 
Through the accelerated 
program, the cohort of 
23 students will graduate 
with a nursing degree next 
April and then be eligible 
to sit for state licensure 
exams. 
Amanda Dentler tried 
quickly to process the 
news. "It's not every 
day someone gives you 
$10,000," she said. 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Nursing student Victoria Linenfelser reacts after learning that 
she and 22 other classmates would receive $10,000 stipends each, 
thanks to a state initiative to have more nurses in the workforce. 
Kimber Tritten said the 
stipend was the second best piece of news she 
heard recently. The first? Her husband, who is 
serving in the Army in Iraq, would be home 
soon for a visit. "Now I have two things to 
look forward to," she said. 
Tritten is typical of the students who enter the 
new accelerated program. She has bachelor's 
degrees from Michigan State in psychology 
and human biology, but wanted to enter the 
nursing field. 
"I've done a lot of work with research but 
decided I wanted more interaction with people," 
she said. Tritten added that nursing will provide 
flexible job opportunities, allowing her to move 
to wherever her husband is stationed. 
···--------------------------
Faculty and staff members receive discounts: 
blue section seats are $30; black section, 
$27.50; yellow section, $25; and green sec-
tion, $22.50. There are five home games. 
For more information, call x13200. 
Kindschi named 
interim CEO of MERC 
Doug Kindschi will soon take a leave of 
absence from his current duties of teach-
ing mathematics and philosophy to take on 
another role. 
The former dean of science and mathemat-
ics, who returned to campus last summer after 
a sabbatical, was named interim president 
and CEO of the Grand Rapids Medical and 
Education Center for Health Professions. He 
begins his new position on May 1. 
MERC is a consortium of two hospitals, 
Spectrum Health and Saint Mary 's, and 
two universities, Michigan State University 
College of Human Medicine and Grand Valley. 
It coordinates education and research activities 
for students and for nearly 300 doctors taking 
residency programs in their specialties. 
Given the development of Michigan State 's 
new medical campus in Grand Rapids, MERC 
will be in a critical position to assist and col-
continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
laborate with the partners in bringing this venture to reality, he said. 
Goals of the various student campaigns include raising student aware-
ness, encouraging tolerant attitudes and even actions to prevent intolerant 
speech and actions. 
In addition to his duties at MERC, Kindschi will also be appointed as 
the interim vice provost for health at Grand Valley. These positions were 
previously held by Kent Bottles, who is leaving MERC for a position at 
Spectrum Health. 
"Part of the class exercise is to learn how public relations is about more 
than product publicity," said Tim Penning, assistant professor of commu-
nications, who teaches the class. "They also learn about advocating on an 
issue and building relationships." 
Kindschi noted that the greater Grand Rapids community is entering an 
exciting new phase in its commitment to life science research and educa-
tion. He said the development of the medical school program in Grand 
Rapids along with the major new developments at the hospitals and Van 
Andel Institute will bring significant expertise and talent to this region. 
Merkle said he enjoyed working with the class. "Understanding the stu-
dents' perceptions about how to reach the campus community regarding 
this important issue has been very helpful," he said. 
iPod giveaway 
PR students develop campaigns 
to promote campus unity 
Grand Valley's Dean of Students Bart 
Merkle got plenty of free advice on how 
to curtail acts of intolerance on campus. 
The recommendations came directly from 
students. Photo courtesy of Campus Dining 
Lashonda Anthony, Housing living 
center director, holds an iPod Nano 
she received for participating in a 
Campus Dining survey. Two people 
won iTunes gift certificates. The next 
Campus Dining survey will be con-
ducted during the fall semester. 
Each year, the Fundamentals of Public 
Relations class selects an on-campus client. 
The client is invited to class and students 
ask questions to assess the client's needs. 
Each student then conducts research and 
creates a complete campaign including an 
action plan and tools for evaluation. Plowden returns to campus 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Ashli Roberts gives her pre-
sentation before her public 
relations class and Dean of 
Students Bart Merkle. 
After a visit early in the semester, Merkle 
returned to the class April 12 to hear each 
of the 30 students give a three- to five-min-
ute presentation outlining his or her cam-
paign. Students also gave him spiral-bound 
books of their plans. 
Thanks to a friendship with faculty member David Rathbun, David 
Plowden has come to campus as a visiting professor each year since 1984, 
working with photography students from the School of Communications. 
FORUM 
Volume 30, Number 37 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o forum @ 
gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 616-
331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus 
news, visit Grand Valley's online publication, 
GVNow, at www.gvnow.gvsu.edu. 
GRAND VALLEYII 
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the university community. Visit its Web 
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
continues on page 3 
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Kathryn Remlinger 
Associate professor of English 
"Looking at identity is a theme throughout my 
work," said Kathryn Remlinger. In the classes she 
teaches as well as her research and writing, she asks, 
"How do people use language to create identity?" 
Remlinger became interested in discourse analysis 
while studying English, French, and sociology at 
Kentucky's Morehead State University. 
Her doctoral dissertation in sociolinguistics focused 
on language and interactions between men and 
women in college and university classes. "The class-
room is not gender-neutral," she said. 
Remlinger and Vandana Pednekar-Magal, associate 
professor of communications, are researching the 
language of outsourcing and its presentation in the 
media, and are hoping to present their findings at a 
conference in the Netherlands in the fall semester. 
Another ongoing project is Remlinger's investiga-
tion, through interviews and participant observation, 
of language variation in Michigan's Keeweenaw 
Peninsula. 
"There's a linguistic 
component to the 
study - looking 
at the dialect and 
how it's developed 
and describing 
the sounds and 
syntax of it," she 
said. "There's also 
a strong connec-
tion between how 
we speak and our 
attachment to a 
place. People who 
have local pride tend 
Kathryn Remlinger 
to maintain characteristic features of a dialect." 
Remlinger began her Upper Michigan study six 
years ago and said it could well be a lifetime proj-
ect. 
Remlinger looks forward to teaching a special top-
ics class, "Linguistics for Literature and Creative 
Writing," in the fall . In her free time, Remlinger 
bikes, kayaks, and makes mixed-media collages. 
She and her husband are busy renovating their farm-
house. 
What's Ahead 
Soldier will recount 
untold stories of Vietnam 
Jim Hodges was in a group of soldiers sent on a 
secret mission into the mountains of Laos during 
the Vietnam War. He was the only one from his 
unit to walk out alive. A light weapons specialist, 
Hodges fought in battles that are unrecorded by 
hi story. 
Hodges will reveal details of this secret mission 
at "Laos: The Untold Story," a program spon-
sored by the Hauenstein Center for Presidential 
Studies at Grand Valley State University. 
The program will accompany a viewing of 
the Ford Museum's exhibit, "Requiem: By 
the Photographers Who Died in Vietnam and 
Indochina." 
"Laos: The Untold Story" will take place 
Wednesday, April 26, at 7 p.m. at the Gerald R. 
Ford Museum Auditorium in downtown Grand 
Rapids. 
"Jim Hodges has an extremely moving story that 
will speak to veterans and to Americans who 
remember this painful part of our history," said 
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential Studies. "Jim's talk will 
bring to life the powerful photographs in the 
exhibit at the Ford Presidential Library." 
After three years of service in the Army, Hodges 
returned to his home state of Texas where 
he conducted police, security and detective 
work. He is currently the president of Shared 
Technologies & Jim Hodges Productions. 
Enriquez to address campus 
community at lecture, 
commencement 
Juan Enriquez, one of the world's preeminent 
authorities on the economic and political impacts 
of the life sciences, will address the campus com-
munity as the keynote 
April commencement 
speaker and at a lecture 
on Friday, April 28. 
Enriquez is the chair-
man and CEO of 
Biotechonomy LLC, a 
life sciences research 
and investment firm 
that he founded. He also 
serves as president and 
chief business officer for 
Synthetic Genomics, a 
company he co-founded 
last year. 
Juan Enriquez 
He will lecture on "The Untied States of 
America" at 3 p.m. on April 28 in the Hager 
Auditorium in the Cook-De Vos Center for Health 
Sciences. All faculty and staff members are 
invited. A reception will follow in the Steelcase 
Foundation Lecture Hall. RSVP for the event 
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by contacting Bonnie Dawdy at x12170 or 
dawdyb@gvsu.edu. 
Participants can park at the Seward Parking 
Ramp on Lake Michigan Drive and board the 
shuttle bus. Other parking options for the lec-
ture will be available at the self-pay Spectrum 
Health parking ramp on Michigan Street; and 
on the first-come basis at the Crawford lot, near 
Michigan and College. 
Enriquez 's latest book, Untied States, explores 
why, as technology advances, some countries are 
successful while others disappear. 
Around 1,600 students are expected to participate 
in commencement ceremonies on Saturday, April 
29, at Van Andel Arena in Grand Rapids. The 
event begins at 10 a.m. and runs through noon. 
Banner forums planned 
Two open forum meetings about the Banner proj-
ect will be held in May. Sessions are planned for 
May 4, 3 p.m., in the Kirkhof Center, room 104; 
and May 30, 9 a.m., in the De Vos Center, room 
303C. 
Discussions will include Finance and Human 
Resources Phase II projects, Student and 
Financial Aid implementation schedules and 
third-party applications. 
Questions can be submitted via e-mail to ban-
ner@gvsu.edu. 
···--------------------------
Across Campus 
continued from page 2 
Both Rathbun and Plowden 
taught at the Institute of 
Design in Chicago. 
Plowden has developed an international reputation and published more 
than 20 books. His most recent is A Handful of Dust: Photographs of a 
Disappearing America. 
Sabbatical show and tell 
Photo J;,y Courtney Newbauer 
David Plowden, left, and Fred Antczak 
look at a student's photographs. 
"The teaching here shows 
a serious commitment to 
quality," said Plowden, who 
was on campus April 19 to 
visit students and College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Dean Fred Antczak. 
"I was fortunate as a young 
student to have open access 
to mentors Walker Evans, 
Nathan Lyons and others," said Plowden. "I have no secrets about my 
work, but rather feel that sharing the knowledge is critical." 
Since making his earliest documentary photographs in the 1950s, 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Sketches 
Carl Ruetz, assistant professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute, co-wrote an article, 
"Habitat Structure and Fish Predation: Effects 
on Invertebrate Colonisation and Breakdown 
of Stream Leaf Packs," published in the journal 
Freshwater Biology. 
William Crawley, assistant professor of 
criminal justice, gave a presentation, "It's the 
Same Difference? A Comparative Examination 
of Criminal Population Drug Dynamics in 
Bordering Counties of Adjacent States" before 
the Nebraska State Senate to inform a legisla-
tive panel on drug sentencing. 
Mary de Young, professor of sociology, gave a 
presentation, "The Devil 's Walking Parody: A 
Follow-Up of 12 Convicted Women Day Care 
Providers," to the British Sociolegal Studies 
Annual Conference in Stirling, Scotland. 
Ted Sundstrom, professor of mathemat-
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Thirty faculty from the College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences gave 
presentations April 19 to share 
their recent sabbatical experi-
ence with their peers. The sab-
batical showcase was designed 
to encourage colleagues to 
share research and creative 
projects. Associate Dean Jann 
Joseph, who helped organize 
the event, said she hopes it 
becomes an annual tradition. 
ics, wrote a book, Mathematical Reasoning: 
Writing and Proof, second edition, published by 
Prentice Hall, Inc. 
Teresa Castelao-Lawless, associate profes-
sor of philosophy, gave a presentation, "Does 
Science Have the History of Philosophy it 
Deserves?" at the British Society for History of 
Philosophy in Cambridge. 
continues on page 4 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Wednesday, April 26 
8 a.m.: Autism Center hosts Fifth Annual 
START Conference. Loosemore Auditorium, 
DEV. Call x16480 for more information. 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. KC. Call x12204 
for more information. 
8 p.m.: Music Concert. Faculty Brass Ensemble. 
CDC. Call x 13484 for more information. 
Friday, April 28 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 107E 
DEV. Call x 17337 for more information. 
3 p.m. : Lecture: The Untied States of America, 
by Juan Enriquez. CHS. Contact x12170 for 
more information. 
Saturday, April 29 
10 a.m.: Commencement. Van Andel Arena. Call 
x12345 for more information. 
Monday, May 1 
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Continuing Education 
Workshop. Digital Camera. 104 HOL. Call 
xl 7360 for more information. 
Tuesday, May 2 
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Continuing Education 
Workshop. Customer Service workshop. 104 
HOL. 
Wednesday, May 3 
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Continuing Education 
Workshop. Internet Research. 145 HOL. 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. KC. Call x12204 
for more information. 
5 p.m.: Regional Math & Science Center Spring 
Science and Math Update Seminar. KC 
Lobby. Call x12267 for more information. 
Thursday, May 4 
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. : Continuing Education 
Workshop. Negotiation Skills. 104 HOL. 
6 p.m. : Traverse City Commencement. Grand 
VENTS 
Traverse Resort. Call (231) 995-1785 for 
more information. 
Friday, May 5 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 107E 
DEV. Call xl 7337 for more information. 
Sports 
Friday, April 28 
1 p.m.: Softball hosts Hillsdale College. 
Saturday, April 29 
1 p.m. : Baseball hosts Mercyhurst College. 
2 p.m.: Softball hosts Wayne State University. 
Sunday, April 30 
Noon: Baseball hosts Mercyhurst College. 
Wednesday, May 3 
2 p.m.: Baseball hosts Hillsdale College. 
···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued from page 3 
Gerry Simons, associate professor of econom-
ics, wrote an article, "Free Trade with the New 
'Detroit of Asia'?" published in the Grand 
Rapids Business Journal. 
Corinna McLeod, assistant professor of 
English, co-authored a book chapter, "Merging 
Academics and Operations in a Statewide 
University Consortium," published in Inside and 
Out: Universities and Education for Sustainable 
Development. 
Kent Fisher, associate director of Alumni 
Relations , and WBBL-AM partner Steve 
Lloyd-Jones won the Michigan Association of 
Broadcasters ' 2005 Best Sports Broadcast Award 
in Radio Market Two for the December 20 
broadcast of GVSU's men's basketball. 
Elena Lioubimtseva, assistant professor of 
geography and planning, gave a presentation, 
"Assessing the Human Vulnerability of Arid and 
Semi-Arid Zones of Central Asia to Global and 
Regional Climate Change," at the annual meet-
ing of the Association of American Geographers. 
She also co-authored a paper, "Uncertainties of 
Climate Change in Arid Environments of Central 
Asia," published in Reviews in Fisheries Science. 
Valerie L. Holmes, assistant director for Student 
Life, gave two presentations, "Making Ideas 
Come to Life" and "Leadership & Service: 
Making Service-Leaming Easy," at the National 
Conference on Student Leadership. 
Brian Lakey, professor of psychology, gave a 
presentation, "Forecasting the Relational Aspect 
of Perceived Support," at the annual meet-
ings of the Society for Personality and Social 
Psychology in Palm Springs, California. 
Azizur Rahman, assistant professor of engi-
neering, gave a presentation, "Introducing 
Power Electronics in Electrical and Computer 
Engineering Curriculum," at the ASEE/NCS 
Conference in Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
Ellen Schiller, assistant professor of educa-
tion, and Jann Joseph, associate dean of the 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, gave a 
presentation, "Lessons Learned From Four Years 
of School-University Collaboration in Science 
Education," at the National Science Teachers 
Association Annual Conference on Science 
Education in Anaheim, California. 
Diana G. Pace, associate Dean of Students; 
Kathleen Blumreich, professor of English; 
and Meghan Harte, Housing staff member, 
gave a presentation, "A Model for Increasing 
Collaboration Between Academic and Student 
Affairs: Intergroup Dialogues," at the NASPA 
88th Annual Conference in Washington, D.C. 
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